
 July 16, 1996 

 

 

 

OFFICE OF THE HEARING EXAMINER 

KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

700 Central Building 

810 Third Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 98104 

Telephone (206) 296-4660 

Facsimile (206) 296-1654 

 

 

 

ORDER MODIFYING CONDITIONS. 

 

 

SUBJECT: Department of Development and Environmental Services File No. C92G0001 

 

PALMER JUNCTION GRAVEL PIT 

SEPA Threshold Determination Appeal 

 

Location: 34900 SE Hudson Road, east of Black Diamond 

 

 

1. On May 14, 1996, a request was received from Schrod-Mar, Inc., to modify the conditions 

attached to the Hearing Examiner's July 1, 1994 threshold determination appeal decision.  The 

requested modification would amend the deadline for terminating Phase I operations absent 

completion of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) from December 31, 1996 to December 

31, 1997.  Schrod-Mar justifies its request by citing the County's delay in selecting an EIS 

consultant and its need for predictability in contracting for the 1997 construction season.  While 

issuance of the Final EIS is projected to occur before the end of the year, Schrod-Mar fears that 

unforeseen delays may arise and seeks a margin of safety in its scheduling. 

 

2. Notice of Schrod-Mar's request was mailed to parties of record on May 22, 1996.  Five letters of 

response were received from neighborhood residents in opposition to the requested extension, 

one letter having been signed by members of 22 households.  Some respondents focused on long-

standing grievances over Schrod-Mar's mining activities, while others cited increased levels of 

adverse impacts to air quality, stream protection, wetlands and traffic resulting from a major 

intensification of mining at the pit site. 

 

3. A memo was also received from the King County Site Development Services Section indicating 

its conclusion that Schrod-Mar is in compliance with Phase I operating conditions and expressing 

no opposition to the requested extension. 

 

4. There is no question that the December 31, 1996 Phase I deadline for EIS completion could have 

been met through a reasonably diligent effort by King County SEPA officials and Schrod-Mar.  

On the other hand, an argument can be made that so long as Phase I operating conditions are met, 

the EIS time limit is of secondary concern.  This argument is countered, however, by indications 

that intensified mining operations have increased certain impacts which are subject to EIS 

review.  On balance, then, the case for Schrod-Mar's request is a fairly weak one and does not 

support an exten-sion for more than the minimum time necessary to assure that the EIS is 

completed. 

 

ORDER: 

 

The conditions for phased environmental review contained within the order attached to the Hearing 

Examiner's threshold determination appeal decision dated July 1, 1994 are hereby modified as follows: 

 

1. The two references to "December 31, 1996" are changed to "June 30, 1997". 

 

2. No further requests for Phase I deadline extensions will be considered unless accompanied by a 

written narrative by the SEPA official accounting for time spent on EIS preparation since July 1, 

1994 and explaining why the EIS could not be completed in a timely fashion.  The deadline for 

such submittal shall be May 31, 1997. 
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3. All other terms of the July 1, 1994 decision remain in effect. 

 

ORDERED this 16th day of July, 1996. 

 

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Stafford L. Smith, Deputy 

      King County Hearing Examiner 

 

TRANSMITTED this 16th day of July, 1996, to the following parties and interested persons: 

 

Richard Aramburu 

Attorney At Law 

505 Madison St., #209 

Seattle, WA 98104 

 

Mike Archibald 

Valley Daily News 

PO Box 130 

Kent, WA 98035-0130 

 

Brian Beaman 

GeoEngineers 

8410 154th Avenue NE 

Redmond WA 98052 

 

Richard & Teri Beede 

12502 118th St. Ct. E. 

Puyallup, WA 98374-2324 

 

Dan Borracchini 

617 South Nevada 

Seattle, WA 98108 

 

David & Marcia Christman 

29708 322nd Avenue SE 

Ravensdale, WA 98051 

 

Valerie Cunningham 

30309 SE 352nd 

Enumclaw, WA 98022 

 

John Donton 

Hart Crowthers 

1910 Fairview Ave. E. 

Seattle, WA  98102-3699 

 

Kathrin Gardow 

Buck & Gordon 

1011 Western Avenue #902 

Seattle, WA 98104 

 

Jack W. Glanham 

141 NE 165th 

Seattle, WA 98155 

 

Teresa Harrison 

30820 Cumbrland-Kanaskat Rd SE 

Palmer, WA 98051 

 

Kevin Higgins 

30607 337th Place SE 

Ravensdale WA 98051 

 

Carol Isakson 

PO Box 370 

Ravensdale, WA 98051 

 

Doreen Johnson 

31404 SE 392nd 

Enumclaw, WA 98022 

 

Jack & Angela Kay 

32820 Lake Umek Road SE 

Palmer, WA 98051 

 

Howard W. Kehrer 

15413 9th Place South 

Seattle, WA 98148 

 

David Kircher 

PSAPCA 

110 Union Street #500 

Seattle WA 98101 

 

William Kombol 

Palmer Coking Coal 

PO Box 10 

Black Diamond, WA 98010 

 

George Kresovich 

Attorney At Law 

1221 Second Ave., #500 

Seattle, WA 98101 

 

Pat Locke 

Wash State Dept. Ecology 

3190 160th Avenue SE 

Bellevue WA 98008 

 

Rod Malcom 

Muckleshoot Tribe 

39015 172nd Avenue SE 

Auburn, WA 98002 

 

Ted Mittelstaedt 

28103 236th Avenue SE 

Maple Valley WA 98038 

 

Robert Newman 

Wash. State Dept. Ecology 

3190 160th Avenue SE 

Bellevue WA 98008 
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Janice Parker 

35805 SE Hudson Rd 

Palmer WA 98051 

 

Larry Parker 

35900 SE Hudson Rd 

Palmer, WA 98051 

 

CMC Heartland Partners 

PO Box 6205 

Chicago, IL 60680 

 

Lester Pedersen 

PO Box 775 

Manchester, WA 98353 

 

Plum Creek Timber 

999 Third Avenue #2300 

Seattle, WA 98104 

 

Raedeke & Associates 

5711 NE 63rd Street 

Seattle, WA 98115 

 

Mike Ramsey 

Washington Parks & Rec Comm 

PO Box 42668 

Olympia, WA 98504-2668 

Ridgeway Residence 

12420 Occidental Avenue South 

Seattle, WA 98168 

 

Patrick Reynolds 

Muckleshoot Tribe 

39015 172nd Avenue SE 

Auburn WA 98002 

 

Fred Rice 

31506 Cumberland-Kanaskat Rd 

Palmer WA 98051 

 

Howard & Pauline Rice 

31506 Cumberland-Kanaskat Rd 

Palmer, WA 98051 

 

Rod Shearer 

Cadman 

P.O. Box 538 

Redmond, WA  98052 

 

Peter Schroeder 

Schrod-Mar, Inc. 

PO Box 3024 

Redmond, WA 98073 

 

William Strom 

35626 SE Courtney Road 

Ravensdale, WA 98051 

 

Donald Tubbs 

GeoEngineers 

8410 154th Avenue NE 

Redmond WA 98052 

 

Allan & Bella Whitehouse 

31221 Cumbrland-Kanaskat Rd SE 

Palmer, WA 98051 

 

Ken Williams 

Group Four 

16030 Juanita-Woodnville Wy NE 

Bothell, WA 98011 

 

Donald Winsor 

31404 340th Place SE 

Palmer, WA 98051 

 

Michael Yantis Assoc., Inc. 

12509 Bel-Red Road, #203 

Bellevue, WA 98005 

 

 

Luanne Coachman, DDES/Land Use Services Division 

Marilyn Cox, DDES/Land Use Services Division 

Jon Hansen, DDES/Land Use Services Division 

Curt Horner, Dept. of Public Health 

Ikuno Masterson, Budget & Strategic Planning 

Lloyd Neal, Dept. of Transportation/Road Services Division 

Paulette Norman, Dept. of Transportation 

Barbara Questad, DDES/Land Use Services Division 

Randy Sandin, DDES/Land Use Services Division 



C92G0001 Palmer Junction Gravel Pit (SEPA) Page 4 
 

James Tracy, DDES/Land Use Services Division 

Angelica Velasquez, DDES/Building Services 

Larry West, DDES/Land Use Services Division 

Fred White, DDES/Land Use Services Division 

 

SLS:gb 
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